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The Prize Paper Competition of the Council of the Danish Bar and Law Society
The Administration of Justice Act states that one of the purposes of the Bar and Law Society is to work for the benefit of the Danish legal community.

As part of the work in the rule of law area, the Bar and Law Society has published a new Rule of Law Programme.

The Rule of Law Programme mentions that later years – especially influenced by political demands for an effective anti-terrorism effort – have seen a slide in the balance between the interest of protecting the individual against infringement from the state and the interest of protecting the state and its citizens against attacks on society and its institutions.

Such change in the balance might have more far-reaching importance for our view of the whole concept of rule of law. The shift in the balance may change our view of which pre​cautions the society should take as part of crime prevention, such as for instance our view of surveillance, registration and pooling of data and which investigation measures that are seen as acceptable.

Furthermore, the understanding of central concepts, such as fair trial and the presumption of innocence, may change or relativize. The development may also change public debate. An increased focus is seen both on the state’s duty to protect its citizens in general and the state’s duty to protect the crime victim, including the victim’s possibility of satisfaction.

Among the questions asked is whether the development reflects a more systematic and well thought wish of a new approach to concepts such as the principle of the rule of law etc, or whether the development is more gradual and can be perceived as a consequence of several political initiatives.

The Bar and Law Society wants to illuminate this development, and as a follow-up on the Rule of Law Programme this prize competition is arranged.

The purpose of this prize competition is to illuminate and assess the development in later years and especially since September 11, 2001 of the balance between the protection of the individual against both general and specific measures from the state (rule of law) and the states protection of its citizens and own institutions against terror and other serious crime (security).

The paper shall include the following:

· A detailed account of the development over recent years in the light of rule of law and an analysis of the reasons that have let to this development.

· Deliberation on the understanding of the classic rights of freedom – in the light of the recent social development and the current view of rule of law.

· Putting into perspective the significance of development tendencies for the future development of  law.

· The consequences of a possible changed legal development for the understanding of a society based on the rule of law.

The paper must address the development in Denmark; however it is desirable with a comparative analysis of Danish conditions and one or at the most two other European countries.

The basis of the paper shall be a legal assessment but it may also involve other sciences, such as political science, philosophy or sociology.

The paper shall be of academic quality but at the same time it shall enable a qualified debate of the questions raised in media and the public, and it must contribute to a broader basis for decision-making by legislation, government and courts in connection with future issues regarding the weighing of the interest of the individual against the interest of crime control. 

The prizes awarded to the three best papers are 500,000 DKK (corresponding to approximately 67,115 EUR), 300,000 DKK (corresponding to approximately 40,270 EUR), 200,000 DKK (corresponding to approximately 26,850 EUR).

The paper which can be done in Danish or English shall be submitted to The Danish Bar and Law Society, Kronprinsessegade 28, DK-1306 København K before June 1st 2010.
The papers will be assessed by the following prize committee which has assisted the  Bar and law Society in developing the competition:

Niels Pontopidan (chairman), former president of the Supreme Court

Tyge Lehmann, ambassador

Elisabet Fura-Sandström, Swedish judge at the European Court of Human Rights 

Arne Fliflet, civilian ombudsman in Norway

Henning Koch, professor of constitutional law at the University of Copenhagen
Jens Rostock-Jensen, lawyer and member of the Council of the Danish Bar and Law Society
Lars Lindhard, lawyer and member of the Council of the Danish Bar and Law Society
Henrik Rothe, secretary general of the Danish Bar and Law Society.
Detailed conditions for the paper can be obtained by contacting legal consultant Hanne Christensen by e-mail: hch@advokatsamfundet.dk or on telephone + 45 33 96 97 71.
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